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1 Joun, Cuap. iv. Verse te 


Beloved, believe nor every Spirit, but try the Spirits whetber they 
are of God: Becanfe many falfe Prophets aré gone out into the 
World. 
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{Continued from page 125. ] 


iI. Ls us all be hence warned, by no means te eppofe, or 

do any thing, in the least to clog or hinder that work that 

has lately been carried on in the land, but on the contrary, to de 

eur utmost to promote it. Now Chrift is come down from 

Heaven into this Jand, in a remarkable and wonderful work of po 

his Spirit, it becomes all his profeffed difciples to acknowledge M 

Him, and give Him honour, aa 

_ The example of the Jews, in Chrift’s and the Apoftles at 

| times, Is enough to beget in thofe that don’t acknowledge this i ha 
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work, a great jealoufy of themfelves, and to make them ex- 
ceedins cautious of what they fay or do. Chrift then was in 
the world, and the world knew him not: He came to bis own 
p. of fling people, and his own rece:ved him not. Vhat coming 
of Chrift had been much fpoken of, in the prophecies of Scrip- 
ture that they had in their hands, and had been long expected ; 
and vet, becaufe Chrift came in a mauner that they did not 
expect, and that was not agreeable to their carnal reafon, they 
would not own him, but oppofed him, counted him a madman, 
and the Spirit that he wrought by, the Spirit of the Devil. 
They ftood and wondered at the great things that were done, 
and knew not what to make of them ; but yet, they met with 
fo many ftumbling blocks, that they finally could not acknow- 
ledge him. And when the Spirit of God came to be fo won- 
derfully poured out in the Apoftles days, they looked upon it 
to be confufion and diftraétion. They were aftonifhed by 
what they faw and heard, but not convinced. And efpecially 
was the work of God then rejected, by thofe that were moft 
conce:ted of their own underftanding and knowledge, agreeable 
to Ifa. xxix. 14. Therefore behold, I will proceed todo a marvellous 
work amongst this people, even a marvellous work and a.won- 
der; for the wif-om of their wife men fhall perifb, and the under- 
standing of their prudent men fhall be hid. And many of them 
that had been in reputation tor relizion and piety, had a great 
{pite againft the work, becaufe they faw it tended to diminifh 
their honour, and to reproach their formality and lukewarm- 
nfs. Some, upon thefe accounts, malicioufly and openly op- 
pofed and reproached the work of the Spirit of God, and called 
it the work of the Devil, againft inward conviction ; and fo 
Were guilty of the unpardonable fin againft the Holy Ghoft. 

There is another coming of Chrift, a fpiritual coming, to 
fet up his kingdom in the world, that is as much {poken of in 
Scripture prophecy as that firft coming of Chrift was, and 
that has been long expected by the Chuch of God; that we 
have reafon to think, ‘rom what is faid of it, will be, in many 
refpe(ts, paralle] with the other. And certainly, that low ftate 
that the vifible Church of God has lately been funk into, is 
very parallel with the ftate of the Jewifh Church, when Chrift 
came: and therefore no wonder at all, that when Chrift comes, 
his work fhould appear a ftrange work to moft; yea, it would 
be a wonder if it faould be otherwife. Whether the work 
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that is now wrought, be the beginning of that great coming 
of Chrift to fet up his kingdom, that is fo much fpoken of, or 
no; yet it is evident from what has been faid, that it is a work 
of the fame Spirit, and of the fame nature. And there is no 
reafon to doubt but that for perfons to continue long to refufe 
to acknowledge Chrift in the work, efpecially thofe that are 
fet to be teachers in his Church, will be in like manner pro- 
voking to God, as it was in the Jews of old to refufe to ac- 
knowledge Chrift ; and that notwithftanding what they may 
plead of the great ftumbling blocks that are in the way, and 
the caufe they have to doubt of the work. The teachers of the 
Jewifh Church found innumerable: ftumbling blocks, that 

ere to them infuperable : there were many things appeared 
in Chrift, and in the work of the Spirit after his afcenfion, 
that were exceeding ftrange to them; they were affured that 
they had juft caufe for their fcruples: Chrift and his work 
were to the Jews a ftumbling block: But dleffed is he, fays 
Chrift, whofeever fhall not be offended (or stumbled) in me. As 
ftrange and as unexpected as the manner of Chrift’s appear~ 
ance was, yet he had not been long in Judea, working mira- 
cles, before all thofe that had opportunity to obferve, and yet 
refufed to acknowledge him, brought fearful guilt upon them- 
felves in the fight of God; and Chrift condemned them, thac 
though they could difcern the face of the /ky, and of the earth, yet 
they could not difcern the figns of thefe times : and why; {ays he, 
even of yourfelves, judge ye not what is right? Luke xii. at the 
latter end. 

Tis not to be fuppofed, that the great FEHOVAH has 
bowed the Heavens, and come down into this Jand, and ap- 
peared here now for fo long a time, in fuch a glorious work 
of his power and grace, in fo extenfive a manner, in the moft 
public places of the land, and almoft all parts of it, without 
giving fuch evidences of his prefence, that great numbers, aad 
even many teachers in his Church, can remain guiltlefs in his 
fight, without ever receiving and acknowledging him, and 
giving him honour, and appearing to rejoice in his gracious 
prefence ; or without fo much as once giving bim thanks for 
fo glorious and bleffed a work of his grace, wherein his good- 
nefs doth more appear, than if he had beftowed on us all the 
temporal bl. fings that the world affords. A iong continued 
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filence, in fuch a cafe, is undoubtedly provoking to God, efpe- 
cially in minifters: it is a fecret kind of oppofition, that really 
tends to hinder the work. Such filent minifters ftand in the 
way of the work of God ; as Chrift faid of old, He that is not 
with us is against us. Thofe that ftand wondering at this 
ftrange work of God, not knowing what to make of it, and 
refufing to receive it, and ready, it may be, fometimes to fpeak 
contemptuoufly of it, as it was with the Jews of old, would 
do well to confider, and tremble at St. Paul’s words to them, 
Acts xiii. 40, 41. Beware, therefore, lest that come upon you, 
which 1s fpoken of in the Prophets, Behold, ye defpifers, and 
wonder, and perifa; for I work a work in your days, which you 
Shall in nowife believe, though a man declare it unto you. And 
thofe that cant’t believe the work to be true, becaufe of the 
extraordinary degree and manner of it, fhould confider how it 
was with the unbelieving lord in Samaria, who faid, Bebold, if 
the Lord would make windows in Heaven might this thing be ? 
To whom Elifha faid, Behold, thou fhalt fee it with thine eyes, 
but fall not eat thereof. Let all to whom this work is a cloud 
and darknefs, as the pillar of cloud and fire was to the Egyp- 
tians, take heed that it be not their deftruction, as that was 
theirs, while it gave light to God’s Ifrael. 

I would pray thofe that quiet themfelves with that, that they 
proceed on a principle of prudence, and are Waiting to fee what 
the iflue of things will be, and what fruits thofe that are the 
fubjects of this work will bring forth in their lives and con- 
verfations, would confider, whether this will juftify a long re- 
fraining from acknawledging Chrift, when he appears fo 
wonderfully and gracioufly prefent in the land. ’Tis probabte 
that many of thofe that are thus waiting, know not what they 
are waiting for. If they wait to fee a work of God without dif- 
ficulties and ftumbling blocks, that will be like the fool’s 
Waiting at the river fide to have the water all run by. A 
work of God without ftumbling blocks is never to be ex- 
pected: It must needs be that offences come. ‘There never yet 
was any great manifeftation that God made of himfelf to the 
world, without many difficulties attending it. It is with the 
works of God, as ’tis with the word of God ; they are full of 
thofe things that feem ftrange, and inconfiftent and difficult, 
to the carnal, unbelieving hearts of men. Chrift and his work 
always was, and always will be, a ftone of ftumbling and rock 
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of offence ; a gin and a fnare to many. The Prophet Hofea, 
in the laft chapter of his prophecy, {peaking of a glorious re- 
vival of religion in God’s Church, when God would be as the 
dew unto Ifrael, and he fhould grow as the lilly, and caft forth 
his roots as Lebanon, his tranches fhould fpread, &c. con- 
cludes all thus, in the laft verfe; who is wife ? and he fhall un- 
derstand thefe things; prudent? and he foall know them: for 
the ways of the Lord are right, and the just foall walk in them ; 
but the tranfgreffors fhall fall therein. 

’Tis probable that the ftumbling blocks that now attend 
this work, will in fome refpeéts be increafed, and not dimi- 
nifhed. Particularly, we probably fhall fee more inftances of 
apoftacy and grofs iniquity among profeflors. And if one 
kind of ftumbling blocks are removed, ’tis to be expected that 
others will come. ’Tis with Chrift’s work, as it was with 
his parables: things that are difficult to men’s dark minds are 
ordered of purpofe, for the trial of perfons difpofitions and {pi- 
ritual fenfe, and that perfons of corrupt minds,.and of an un- 
believing, perverfe, cavilling {pirit, feeing might fee, and not 
underftand. Thofe that are now waiting to fee the iflue of this 
work, think they fhall be better able to determine by and bye; 
but they are probably, many of them, miftaken. The Jews 
that faw Chrift’s miracles, waited to fee better evidences of 
his being the Meffiah; they wanted a fign from Heaven ; but 
they waited in vain; their ftumbling blocks did not diminifh, 
but increafe; they found no end to them ; and fo were more 
and more hardened in their unbelief. mar have been pray- 
ing for that glorious reformation fpoken of in Scripture, that 
knew not what they prayed for, (as it was with the Jews when 
they prayed for the coming of Chrift) if it fhould come, they 
would not acknowledge or receive it. 

This pretended prudence of perfons, in waiting fo long be- 
fore they acknowledge this work, will probably, in the end, 
prove the greateft imprudence, in this refpect, that hereby they 
will fail of any fhare of fo great a blefiing, and will mifs the 
moft precious opportunity of obtaining divine light, grace 
and comfort, and heavenly and eternal benefits, that ever God 
gave in New-England. While the glorious fountain is fet 
open in fo wonderful a manner, and multitudes flock to itand 
receive a rich fupply for the wants of their fouls, they ftand at 
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a diftance, doubting and wondering, and receive nothing, and 
are like to continue thus till the precious feafon is paft. 

It is to be wondered at, that thofe that have doubted of the 
work that has been attended with fuch uncommon external 
appearances, fhould be eafy in their doubts, without taking 
thorough pains to inform themfelves, by going where fuch 
things have been to be feen, and narrowly obferving them, 
and diligently enquiring into them ; not contenting themfelves 
only with obferving two or three inftances, nor refting till 
they were fully informed by their own obfervation. I don’t 
doubt but that if this courfe had been taken, it would have 
convinced all whofe minds are not fhut up againft conviction 
in a great degree indeed. How greatly have they erred, who 
only from the uncertain reports of others, have ventured to 
{peak flightly of thefe things ! That caution of an unbeliev- 
ing Jew might teach them more prudence, Adts v. 38, 39. 
Refrain from thefe men, and let them alone ; for tf this counfel, 
or this work, be of men, it will come to nought ; but if it be ’, 
God, ye cannot overthrow it ; lest baply ye be found even to fight 
iio God. Whether what has been faid, in this difcourfe, 
be enough to convince all that have heard it, that the work 
that is now carried on in the land, is the work of God, or not; 
yct I hope that for the future they will at leaft hearken to the 
caution of Gamaliel that has been now mentioned, for the 
future not to oppofe it, or fay any thing againft it, or any 
thing that has fo much as an indirect tendency to bring it in- 
to difcredit, lett they fhovld be found to be oppofers of the Holy 
Ghoft. There is no kind of fins fo hurtful and dangerous to 
the fouls of men, as thofe that are committed againft the Holy 
Ghoitt. We had berter fpeak againft God the Father, or the 
Son, than to fpeak againft the Hol) Spirit, in his gracious 
operations on the hearts of men ; iahies will fo much tend 
forever to prevent our having any beivefit of his operations in 
our own fouls. 

If there are any that will ftill refolutely go on to fpeak con- 
temptuoufly of thefe things, I would beg of them to take heed 
that they be not guilty of the unpardonable fin againft the Holy 
Ghoft. A time when the Holy Spirit 1s much SSuired out, and 
men’s lufts, lukewarmneis and hypocrify reproached by its 
powerful operations, is the moft likely time of any whatfoe- 
ver for this fin to be committed, If the work goes on, ’us 
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well if among the many that fhew an enmity againft it, and 
reproach it, fome be not guilty of this fin, if none have alrea- 
dy. Thofe that malicioufly oppofe and reproach this work, and 
call it the work of the Devil, want but one thing of the un~ 
pardonable fin, and that is doing it againft inward conviction. 
And though fome are fo prudent, as not openly to oppofe and 
repraach the work ; yet ’tis to be feared, that this day when 
the Lord is going forth fo glorioufly againft his enemies, that 
many that are filent and unactive, efpecially minifters, will 
bring that curfe of the Ange] of the Lord upon themfelves, 
Judg. v. 23. Curfe ye Meroz, faid the Angel of the Lord ; curfe 
e bitterly the inhubitants thereof, becaufe they came not to the 
help of the Lord, to the help of the Lora against the mighty. 
Since the great God has come down irom ieaven, and 
manifefted himfelf in fo wonderful a manner in this iand, it ts 
in vain for any of us to expect any other, than to be greatly 
affected by it in our Spiritual ftate and circumftances, refpect- 
ing the favour of God, one way or the other. ‘hoje that don’t 
‘become more happy by it, will become far more guilty 
and miferable. It is always fo: fuch a feafon that proves an 
acceptable year, and a time of great grace and fivour to them 
that will accept it and improve it, proves a day of vengeance to 
others. Ifai. |xi. 2. When God fends forth his werd, it fhall 
not return to him void; much lefs his Spirit. When Chnft 
was upon earth in Jud:a, many flighted and neglected him ; 
but it proved in the iffue to be no matter of ind:fference to 
them ; God made all that people to feel that Chrift had been 
among them ; thofe that did not feel it to their comfort, felt it 
to their forrow witha witnefs. When God only fent the Pro~ 
phet Ezekiel to the children of Ifrael, he declared, that whether 
they would hear, or whether they would forbear, yet they 
fhould know that there had been a Prophet among them. How 
much more may we fuppofe, that when God has appeared fo 
wonderfully in this land, that he will make every one to know 
that the Great JEHOVAH has been in New-England. 
I come now, in the 
III. And laft place, to apply myfelf to thofe that are the 
friends of this work, and have been partakers of it, and 
are zealous to promote it. Let me earneftly exhort {uch to 
give diligent heed to themfelves, to avoid all errors and mif- 
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conduét, and whatfoever may darken and obfeure the work, and 
give occafion to thofe that ftand ready to reproach it. The 
Apoftle was careful to cut off occafion from thofg that defired 
occafion. The fame Apoftle exhorts Titus, to maintain that 
ftriét care and watch over himfelf, that both his preaching and 
behaviour might be fuch as could not be condemned ; that he 
that was of the contrary part might be afhamed, having no 
evil thing to fay of them, Tit. 1i. 7, 8. We had need to be 
as wife as ferpents and harmlefs as doves. *Tis of no {mall 
confequence that we fhould at this day behave ourfelves inno-~ 
cently and prudently. We muft expec that the great enemy 
of this work will efpecially try his: utmoft with us; and he 
will efpecially triumph if he can prevail againft any of us, in 
any thing to blind and miflead us: he knows it will do more 
to further his purpofe and intereft than if he prevailed againft 
an hundred others. We had need to watch and pray, for we 
are but little children ; and this roaring lion is too ftrong for 
us, and this old ferpent too fubtil for us. 

Humility and felf-diffidence, and an entire dependence on 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, will be our beft defence. Let us there- 
fore maintain the ftricteft watch againft fpiritual pride, or a 
being lifted up with extraordinary experiences and comforts, 
and high favours of Heaven, that any of us may have received, 
We had need after fuch favours, in a {pecial manner to keep 
a ftri€& and jealous eye upon our own hearts, left there fhould 
arife felf-exalting reflections upon what we have received, 
and high thoughts of ourfelves, as being now {ome of the moft 
eminent of faints and peculiar favourites of Heaven, and that 
the fecret of the Lord is efpecially with us, and that we above 
all are fit to be improved as the great inftruétors and cenfors 
of this evil generation ; and in an high conceit of our own wif. 
dom and difeerning, fhould as it were naturally afflume to our- 
felves the airs of Prophets or extraordinary Ambafladors of 
Heaven. When we have great difcoveries of God made to 
our fouls, we fhould not fhine bright in our owneyes. Mof 
when he had been converfing with God in the mount, hondl 
his face fhone fo as to dazzle the eyes of Aaron and the peo- 
ple, yet he did not fhine in his own eyes; he wift not that his 
face fhone. Let none think themfelves out of danger of this 
{piritual pride, even in their beft frames, God faw that the 
Apoftle Paul (though probably the mof eminent faint that 
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ever lived) was not out of danger of it, no not when he had 
juft been converfing with God in the third Heaven: fee 2 
Cor, xii. 7. Pride is the worft viper that is in the heart; it is 
the firft fin that ever entered into the univerfe, and it lies loweft 
of all in the foundation of the whole building of fin, and is the 
mott fecret, deceitful and unfearchable in its ways of working, 
of any lufts whatfoever: it is ready to mix with every thing ; 
and nothing is fo hateful to God, and contrary to the Spitit of 
the Gofpel, or of fo dangerous confequence ; and there ig no 
one fin that does fo much let in the Deyil into the hearts of 
the faints, and expofe them to his delufgonr. I have feen in 


many inftances, and that in egginent faints, that the Devil has_ 


come in at this door, prefently after. fome eminent experience 
and extraordinary communion with God, and has wofully de- 
luded and lead them aftray, till God has mercifully opened 
their eyes gd delivered them ; and they themfelves have af- 
terwards been made fenfible, that it was pride that betrayed 
them. 

Some of the true friends of the work of God’s Spirit, have 
erred in giving too much heed to impulfes and ftrong impref- 
fions on their minds, as though they were immediate fignifft- 
Cagions from Heaven to them, of fomething that fhould come to 
pafs, or fomething that it was the mind and will of God that 
they fhould do, which was not fignified or revealed any where in 
¢he Bible without thofe impulfes. ‘Thefe impreffions, if they 
are truly from the Spirit of God, are of a quite different na- 
ture from the gracious influences of the Spirit of God on the 
hearts of the faints ; they are of the nature of the extraordinary 
gifts of the Spirit, and are properly infpiration, fuch as the 
Prophets and Apoftles and others had of old, which the A pof- 
tle diftinguifhes from the Grace of the Spirit, in the 13th 
chapteg of the firft of Corinthians. 

_ One reafon why fome have been ready to lay weight on fuch 
impulfes, is an opinion they have had, that the glory of the 
approaching happy days of the Church, would partly confift 
in reftoring thefe extraordinary gifts of the Spirit; which opi- 
nion, I believe, arifes partly through want of duly confidering 
and comparing the nature and value of thofe two kinds of in- 
fluences of the Spirit, viz. his ordinary gracious influences 
_ and his extraordinary influences in infpiration and miraculoug 
gifts, The former are by far the moit excellent aud glorious; 
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as the Apoftle largely fhews in the firft of Corinthians, be- 
ginning with the 31{t verfe of the 12ih chapter ; fpeaking of 
the extraordinary yifts of the Spirit, he fays, but covet ear- 
neftly the beft gifts; and yet I fhew you amere excellent 
Way, I. €. a more excellent way of the influence of the Spirit ; 
and then he goes on, in the next chapter, to fhew what that 
more excellent way is, even that which is in the grace of the 
Spirit, which fummarily confifteth in charity, or divine love. 
‘And throughout that chapter, he thews the great preference of 
that above infpiration. God communicates himfelt, in his 
own nature, more to the foul, in faving grace in the heart, 
than in all miraculous gifts: the bleficd image of Gud confifts 
in that, and not in thefe; the excellency, happinefs and glory 
of the foul, does immediately coniift in that, and not in thete: 
this is a root that bears infinitely more excellent fruit; falvation 
and the eternal enjoyment of God is promifed to divine grace, 
but not to infpiration; a man may have thefe extraordinary 
gifts, and yet be abominable to God, and go to Hell. The 
{piritual and eternal life of the foul don’t confift in the extia- 
-ordinary gifts of the Spirit, but the grace of the Spirit ; this, 
and not thofe, is that influence of the Spirit of God, which 
God beftows only on his favourites and dear children ; he has 
fometimes thrown out the other to dogs and fwine, as he did 
to Baalam, Saul and Judas, and fome that, in the primitive 
times of the Chriftian Church, committed the unpardonable 
fin, as Heb. vi. Many wicked men, at the day of judgment, 
will plead, Have we not prophefted in thy name, and in thy name 
cast out Devils, and in thy name done many wonderful works ? 
The greateft privilege of the Prophets and Apoftles, was not 
their being infpired and working miracles, but their eminent 
holinefs. The grace that was in their hearts, was a thoufand 
times more their dignity and their honour, than their miracu- 
lous gifts. The things that we find David comforting himfelf 
in, in the book of Pfalms, are not his being a King, or a Pro- 
phet, but the holy influences of the Spirit of God in his heart, 
communicating to him divine light, love and joy. The Apof- 
tle Paul abounded in vifions, and revelations, and miraculous 
gifts, above all the Apoftles; but yet he efteems all things 
but lofs for the excellency of the {piritual knowledge of Chrift. 
It was not the gifts, but the grace of the Apoftles, that was 
the proper evidence of their names being written in Heaven, 
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which Chrift dire&ts them to rejoice in, much more than in the 
Devils being fubject to them. To have grace in the heart, is 
an higher privilege than the bleffed Virgin herfelf had, in 
having the body of the fecond perfon in the trinity conceived 
in her womb, by the power of the higheft overfhadowing her, 
Luke xi. 27, 28. And it came to pafs, as he [pake thefe things, a 
certain woman of the company lift up her voice, and faid unte 
them, bleffed is the wemb that bare thee, and the paps that thou 
hast fucked! But he faid, yea, rather bleffed are they that bear 
the word of God, and keep it. See alfo to the fame purpofe, 
Matth. xii. 47, &c. 

The influence of the Holy Spirit, or divine charity in the 
heart, is the greateft privilege and glory of the higheft arch- 
angel in Heaven; yea, this is the very thing by which the 
creature has fellowfhip with God himfelf, with the Father and 
the Son, in their beauty and happinefs, and are made partak- 
ers of the divine nature, and have Chrift’s joy fulfilled in 
themfelves. 

The ordinary fan&tifying influences of the Spirit of God, 
are the end of all extraordinary gifts, as the Apoftle fhews, 
Eph. iv. 1, 12,13. They are good for nothing, any further 
than as they are fubordinate to this end; they will be fo far 
from profiting any without it, that they will only aggravate 
their mifery. This is, as the Apoftle obferves, the moft excel- 
Jent way of God’s communicating his Spirit to his Church ; 
’tis the greateft glory of the Church in all ages. This glory 
is what makes the ftate of the Church on Earth moft Ike the 
ftate of the Church in Heaven, where prophecy and tongues, 
and other miraculous gifts ceafe, and are vanifhed away, and 


God communicates his Spirit in that more excellent way that | 


the Apoftle, fpeaks of, viz. Charity, or divine love, which ne- 
ver faileth, Therefore, the glory of the approaching happy 
ftate of the Church don’t at all require thefe extraordinary 
gifts. As that ftate of the Church will be the neareft of any 
to its perfect ftate in Heaven, fo I believe it will be like it in 
this, that all extraordinary gifts fhall have ceafed and vanifhed 
away; and all thofe ftars and moon, with the reflected light 
they gave in the night, or a more dark feafon, fhall be fwal- 
jowed up in the funof divine love. The Apoftle {peaks of thofe 
gifts of infptration as childifh things, in comparifon of the in- 
Auence of the Spirit in divine love; things given to the Church 
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only to fupport it in its minority, till the Church fhould have 
a complete ftanding rule eftablifhed, and all the ordinary 
means of grace fettled ; but as things that fhould ceafe, as the 
Church advanced above its childifh ftate, and fhould entirely 
vanifh when the Church fhould come to the ftate of manhood; 
which will be in the approaching glorious times, above any 
other ftate of the Church on earth, 1 Cor. xiii. 11. When I 
was @ child, I {pake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought 
as a child; but when I became'a man, I put away childifh things: 
Compared with the three preceding veries. 

When the Apoftle, in this chapter, {peaks of prophecies, 
tongues and revelations, ceafing and vanifhing away in the 
Church, when the Chriftian Church fhould be advanced from 
a ftate of minority to a ftate of manhood, he feems to have 
refpect to its coming te an adult ftate in this world as wellas 
in Heaven ; for he fpeaks of fuch an adult ftate, or ftate of 
manhood, wherein thefe three things, faith, hope and charity, 
fhould abide, or remain, after miracles and revelations had 
ceafed; as you may fee in the laft verfe, And now abideth 
{menei remaineth) faith, hope, charity, thefe three. The Apof- 
tle’s manner in {peaking here, fhews an evident reference to 
what he had juft been faying before; and here is a manifeft 
antithefis between the remaining {poken of here, and that 
failing, ceafing and vanifhing away, {poken of in the 8th verfe, 
The Apottle had been fhewing how that all thofe gifts of in- 
{pirations, that were the leading ftrings of the Church in its 
infancy, fhould vanifh away, when the Church came to a ftate 
of manhood; and when he has done, then he returns to ob- 
ferve, what things remain after thofe had failed and ceafed ; 
and he obferves, that thofe three things fhali remain in the 
Church, faith, hope and charity: and therefore the adult ftate 
of the Church he {peaks of, is the more perfect ftate which it 
fhall arrive at in this world, which will be above all in that 
glorious ftate it fhall be brought to in the latter ages of the 
world. And this was the more properly obferved tothe Church 
of the Corinthians upon two accounts; becaufe the Apoftle 
had before obferved to that Church, that they were in a ftate 
of infancy, chap. iii. r, 2. and becaufe that Church feems, 
above all others, to have abounded with miraculous gifts. 
When the expected glorious ftate of the Church comes, the 
increafe of light fhall be fo great, that it will in fome refpe& 
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anfwer what is faid verfe 12. of feeing face to face. See Ifai. 
XXiV. 23. and xxv. 7. 
Therefore I don’t expeét a reftoration of thefe miraculous 
ifts, in the approaching glorious times of the Church, nor de 
defire it: it appears to me, that it would add nothing to the 
glory of thofe times, but rather diminifh from it. For my part, 
J had rather enjoy the fweet influence of the Spirit, fhewing 
Chrift’s fpiritual, divine beauty, and infinite grace, and dying 
love, drawing forth the holy exercifes of faith, and divine love, 
and {weet complacence and humble joy in God, one quarter 
of an hour, than to have prophetical vifions and revelations 
for a whole year. It appears to me much more probable, that 
God fhould give immediate revelations to his faints, in tht 
dark times of Popery, than now, in the approach of the moft 
glorious and perfeét ftate of his Church on earth. It don’t 
appear to me that there is any need of thofe extraordinary 
gifts, to introduce this happy ftate, and fet up the kingdom of 
God through the world: I have feen fo much of the poWer 
of God ina more excellent way, as to convince me, that God 
an eafily do without it. 

I would therefore intreat the people of God to be very cau- 
tious how they give heed to fuch things. I have feen them 
fail in very many inftances, and know by experience, that 
impreffions being made with great power, and upon the minds 
of true faints, yea eminent faints ; and prefently after, yea in 
the midft of extraordinary exercifes of grace, and {weet com- 
munion with God, and attended with texts of Scripture 
ftrongly imprefled on the mind, are no fure figns of their be- 
ing revelations from Heaven: for I have known fuch impref- 
lions fail, and prove vain by the event, in fome inftances at- 
tended with all thefe circumftances. I know that they that 
leave the fure word of prophecy, that God has given us to be 
a light fhining in a dark place, to follow fuch impreffions and 
impulfes, leave the guidance of the pole ftar, to follow a Jack 
with a lanthorn. And no wonder therefore, that fometimes 
they are led a dreadful dance, and into woful extravaganicies. 

And feeing infpiration is not to be expected, let us net de- 
fpife human learning. They that fay human learning: is of 
little or no ufe in the work of the miniftry, don’t confider what 
they fay ; if they did, they would not fay it. By human learn- 
ing 1®ean, and fuppofe others mean, that improvement of 
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that common knowledge which men have, by human and outs 
ward means. And therefore to fay that human learning is of 
no ufe, is as much as to fay, that the education of a child; or 
that the common knowledge that a grown man hath, more 
than a little child, is of no ufe; and fo that a child of four 
years old, is as At for a teacher in the Church of God, with 
the fame degree of grace, and capable of doing as much to ad- 
vance the kingdom of Chrift, by his inftru€tion, as a very un- 
derftanding, knowing man of thirty years of age. If adult 
perfons have greater ability and advantage to do fervice, be- 
caufe they have more human knowledge than a little child ; 
then doubtlefs, if they have more human knowledge ftill, with 
the fame degree of grace, they would have ftill greater ability 
and advantage to do fervice. An increafe of knowledge, with- 
out doubt, increafes 2 man’s advantage either to do “good or 
hurt, according as he is difpofed. ’Tis tco manifeft to be 
denied, that God made great ufe of human learning in the 
Apoftie Paul, as he alfo did in Mofes and Solomon. 

And if knowledge, obtained by human means, is not to be 
defpifed, then it will follow, that the means of obtaining it are 
not to be neglected, viz. ftudy ; and that this is of great ufe 
in order to a preparation for a public inftru€ting others. And 
though undoubtedly, an having the heart full of the powerful 
influences of the Spirit of God, may at fometimes enable per- 
fons to fpeak profitably, yea very excellently, without ftudy; 
yet this will not warrant us needlefsly to cait ourfelves down 
from the pinnacle of the temple, depending upon it that the 
Angel of the Lord will bear us up, and keep us from dafhing 
our foot againft a ftone, when there is another way to go down, 
though it be not fo quick. And I would pray that method 
in public difcourfes, which tends greatly to help both the ua- 
derftanding and memory, may not be wholly negletted. 

And another thing I would beg the dear children of God 
more fully to confider of, is, how far, and upon what grounds, 
the rules of the holy Scriptures will truly juftify their pafling 
cenfures upon others, that are profeffing Chriftians, as hypo- 
crites, and ignorant of every thing of real religion, We all 
know, that there is a judging and cenfuring of fome fort of 
other, that the Scripture very often, and very ftri@ly forbids. 
I defire that thofe rules of Scripture may be locked into, and 
thoroughly weighed ; aud that it may be confidercd, whether 
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or no a taking it upon us to difcern the ftate of the fouls of 


others, and to pafs fentence upon them, as wicked men, that 
are orofefting Chriftians, and of a good vifible converfation, 
be not really forbidden by Chrift in the New Teftament: if 
it be, then doubtlefs the difciples of Chrift ought to avoid it, 
however fuficient they may think themfelves for it, or howe 
ver needful, or of good tendency, they may think it. -’Tis 
plain that that fort of judging is forbidden, that God claims 
as his prerogative, whatever that be. We know that there is 
a certain judging of the hearts of the children of men, that is 
often fooken of as the great prerogative of God, and which 
belongs only to him; as in 1 Kin. viii. 39. Forgive, and do, 
and give to every man according to his ways, whofe heart thou 
knowest ; for thou, even thou only knowest the hearts of all the 
children of men. And if we examine, we fhali find that that 
judging of hearts, that is fpoken of as God’s prerogative, is 
not only the judging of the aims and difpofition of men’s 
hearts in particular aétions, but chiefly a judging the ftate of 
the hearts of the profcflors of religion, with regard to that pro- 
fefion. This will appear very manifeft, by looking over the 
following Scriptures; 1 Chron. xxviii. 9. Plal. vii. g, 10, 14. 
Pfal.xxvi. throughout; Prov. xvi. 2.and xvil.3. and xxi. 2. Joh. 


ii. 22, 24,25. Rev. ii. 22, 23. That fort of judging which is 


God’s proper bufinefs, is forbidden ;as Rom. xiv.4. Who art thou 
that judgest another man’s fervant ? 10 his own master he standeth 
or falleth. Jam. iv. 12. There ts one lawgiver that is able to fave 
and to destroy; who art thou that judgest another ? 1 Cor. iv. 
3, 4. But with me it is a very fmall thing, that 1 thould be judg- 
ed of yoty or of man’s judgment ; yea, I judge not mine own felf; 
but be that judgeth me is the Lord. 

Again ; wha‘foever kind of judging ts the proper work and 
bufinets of the day of judgment, is a judging that we are for- 
bidden ; as in I Cor, iv. 5. Dherefore judge nothing before the 
time, until the Lord come; who will both bring to licht the hid- 
den things of darknejs, and will make manifeft the counfels of the 
hearts ; and then fall every man have praife of Ged. But to 
diftinguith hypocrites, that have the form of godlinefs, and 
the vifible converfation of godly men, from true faints ; to fe- 
parate the fheep from goats, is the proper bufinefs of the day 
of judgment; yea, itis reprefented as the main bufinefs and 
cud of that greatday. They therefore do greatly err, that take 
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it upon them pofitively to determine who are fincere, and whe 
are not, and to draw the dividing line between true faints 
and hypocrites, and to feparate between fheep and goats, fet- 
ting the one on the right and the other‘on the left, and todif- 
tinguifh afd gather out the tares from among the wheat : ma- 
ny of the fervants of the owner of the field are very ready to 
think themfelves fufficient for this, and are forward to offer 
their fervice to thisend; but their Lord fays, Nay, lef while 
ye gather up the tares, ye root up the wheat alfo: let both grow 
together until the harvest ; and in the time bag harvest 1 will 
take care to fee atherough feparation made; as Mat. xiii. 28,29,30. 
Agreeably to that forementioned prohibition of the Apoftle, 1 
Cor. iv. 5. Judge nothing before the time. In this parable, by 
the fervants that have the care of the fruit of the field, is 
@oubtlefs meant the fame with the fervants that have the care 
of the fruit of the vineyard, Luke xx. and thofe that are elfe- 
where reprefented as fervants of the Lord of the harveft, that 
are appointed as labourers in his harveft, which we know 
Minifters of the Gofpel. Now that parable in the 13th of 
@iatth. is fulfilled : while men flept, (during that long, fleepy, 
dead time that has been in the Church) the enemy has fowed 
tares; and now is the time when the blade is fprung up, and 
religion is reviving ; now fome of the fervants that have nt 
care of the field, fay, Let us go and gather up the tares.— 
know by experience, that there is a great aptnefs in men, that 
think they have had fome experience of the power of religion, 
to think themfelves fufficient to difcern and determine the 
ftate of others fouls, by a little converfation with them ; and 
experience has taught me that ’tis an error. I once did not 
imagine that the heart of man had been fo unfearchable as I 
find it is. I am lefs charitable, and lefs uncharitable, than 
once I was. I find more things in wicked men, that may 
counterfeit and make a fair fhew of piety, and more ways that 
the remaining corruption of the Godly may make them ap- 
ea like carnal men, formalifts and dead hypocrites, than once 
knew of. The longer I live, the lefs 1 wonder that God 


challenges it as his prerogative to try the hearts of the chil- 
dren of men, and has directed that this bufinefs fhould be let 
alone till the harveft. I find that God is wifer than men. I 
defire to adore the wifdom of God, and his goodnefs to me 
and my fellow creatures, that he has not committed this great 
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bufinefs into the hands of fuch a poor, weak, dim-fighted a crea- 

ture as | am, of fo much blindnefs, pride, partiality, prejudice, 

and deceitfulnefs of heart; but has committed it into the 

hands of one infinitely fitter for it, and has made it his prero- 
ative. 

The talk of fome perfons, and the account they give of their 

experiences, is exceeding fatisfying, and fuch as forbids and 
banifhes the leaft thought of their being any other, than the 
precious children of God ; it ebliges, and as it were forces full 
charity: but yet we muft allow the Scriptures to ftand good, 
that fpeak of every thing in the faint, that belongs to the fpi- 
ritual and divine life, as hidden. ‘Their life is faid to be hid- 
den, Col. iii. 3. 4. Their food is the hidden manna; they have 
meat to eat that others know not of; a ftranger intermeddles 
not with their joys; the heart in which they poflefs their di- 
vine diftinguifhing ornaments, is the hidden man, and in the 
fight of God only, 1 Pet. iii. 4. Their new name, that Chrift 
has given them, no man knows but he that receives it, Rev. 
ii. 17. The praife of the true Ifraelites, whofe circumcifion 
is that of the heart, is not of men but of God, Rom. ii. 29. that 
is, they can be certainly known and difcerned to be Hraelites, 
fo as to have the hovour that belongs to fuch, only of God ; as 
appears by the ufe of the like expreffion by the fame Apoftle, 
1Cor. iv. §. Speaking there of its being God’s prerogative 
to judge who are upright Chriftians, and that which he will do 
at the day of judgment, he adds, and then fhall every man have 
praife of Ged. 
« ‘The inftance of Judas is remarkable ; who, though he had 
been fo much amongft the reft of the difciples, who were all 
perfons of true experience, yet never feemed to have enter- 
tained a thought of his being any other than a true difciple, till 
he difcovered himfelf by his fcandalous praétice. 

And the inftance of Achitophel is alfo very remarkable; 
whom David did not difcern, though he was fo wife and holy 
aman, a perfon of fuch great experience, and fo great a divine, 
and had fuch great acquaintance with the Scriptures, and knew 
more than all his teachers, and more than the ancients ; and 
was grown old in experience,and was in the greateft ripenefs 
of his judgment, and was a great Prophet ; and though he was 
fo intimately acquainted with re a he being his fami- 
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liar friend, and moft intimate companion in religious and fpi- 
ritual concerns: yet David not only never difcovered him to 
be an hypocrite, but relied upon him as a true faint, thought he 
reiifed and felt his religious difcourfe, it was {weet to him, 
and he counted him an eminent faint; fo that he made him, 
abuve any other man, his guide and coun ellor in fou] matters : 
but yet he was not only no faint, but a notoricufly wicked 
mary a murderous, vile wretch. Pfal.lv. 11,12, 13, 14. Wick- 
nefsiisin .he midst thereof; deceit anu guile depart not from her 
streets: for it was ot an enemy t at reproached me, then I cou’d 
have borne it ; ne ther was it he that hated me, that did magnify 
himfelf against me, then I wou'd have hid myfelf from him : but 
it was thou, a man mine equal. my guide ard mine acquaintance. 
bie tcok fweet counfel together, and walked unto the houfe of 
God in company. 

To fuppofe that men have ability and right to determine 
th fltate of the fouls of vifible Chriftians, and fo to make an 
ope feparation between faints and hypocrites, that true faints 

may be of one vifible company, and hypocrites of another, fe- 
par ated by a partition that men make, carries in it an incon- 
fiftency: for it fuppofes, that God has given men power to 
make another vifible Church, within his vifible Church ; for 
by vifiole Chriftians, or thofe that are of God’s vifible Church, 
cai be underftood nothing elfe, than that company that are 
Cariftians or faints, vifibly fo ; i. e. that have aright to be re- 
ceived as fuch in the eye of a public charity. None can have 
a right to exclude any one of this vifible Church, bui in the 
wav of that regular ecclefiaftical proceedisg, which God has 
eftablifhed in his vifible Church. 

I beg of thofe that have atrue zeal for promotinz this work 
of God, that God has begun in the Jand, well to confider thefe 
things. Iam perfuaded, that as many of them as have much 
to do with fouis, if they don’t hearken to me now, yet will be 
of the fame mind when they have had more experience. 

And another thing thai I would entreat the zealous friends 
of this glorious work of God to avoid, is managing the con- 
troverfy, with oppofers with too much heat, and appearance 
of an angry zeal; and particularly infifting very much, in pub- 
lic prayer and preaching, on the perfecution of oppoties, If 
their perfecution were ten times fo great as it ts, methivks it 
would not be beft to fay fo much about it. It becomes Chrif- 
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tians to be like lambs, not to be apt to complain and cry when 
they are hurt; to be dumb and not open their mouths, after 
the example of our dear Redeemer ; and not to be like fwine, 
that are apt to {cream aloud when they are touched. We 
fhould not be ready prefently, to think and fpeak of fire from 
Heaven, when the Samaritans oppofe us, and won’t receive us 
into their villages. God’s zealous minifters would do well, to 
think of the direétion the Apoftle Paul gave to a zealous mi- 
nilter, 2 Tim. xxiv. 25,26. And the fervant of the Lord must 
not strive, but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient; in 
meekne/s instructing thofe that oppofe them/: blues, if God perad= 
venture wiil give them repentance, to the acknowledging of tie 
truth: and that they may recover themfelves out of the {nare of 
the Devil, who are taken captive by him at his will. 

And another ching that | would humbly recommend to thofe 
that love the Lord Jcfus Chrift, and would advance his king- 
dom, is a good attendance to that excellent rule of prudence 
Chrift has left us, Matth. ix. 16,17. No man puiteth a piece 
of new cloth into an old garment; for that which is put in, to 
fill it up, taketh from the garment, and the rent is made worfe. 
Neither do men put new wine into old battles ; elfe the bottles 
break, and the wine runneth cut, and the bottles perifh. But they 
put new wine into new bottles, and both are preferved. Iam 
airaid, that the wine is now running out in fome parts of this 
land, for want of attending to this rule. For though I believe 
we have confined ourfelyes too much to a certain ftated me- 
thod and form, in the management of our religious affairs, 
which has had a tendency to caufe all our religion to degene- 
rate into mere formality ; yet, whatfoever has the appearance 
of a great innovation, that tends much to fhock and furprize 
. people’s minds, and to fet them a talking and difputing, tends 
greatly to hinder the progrefs of the power of religion, by 
raifing the oppofition of fome, and diverting the minds of 
others, and perplexing the minds of many with doubts and 
{cruples, and caufing people to fwerve from their great bufi- 
nefs, and turn afide to vain jangling. Therefore, that which 
is very much befide the common practice, unlefs it be a thin 
in its own nature of confiderable importance, had better be 
avoided. Herein we fhall follow the example of one, who 
had the greateft fuccels in propagating the power of religion. 
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in the world, of any man that ever lived, that he himflf ie 
us an account of, 1 Cow, ix, 20, 21, 22,23 Unto the Fews, IF 
became as afew, that [ might Sits the Fews ; ta them that are un-~ 
der the ‘aw, as under the law, that I miehe gain them that are 
unier the law; to them that are without law, as without law, 
(4eing not without law ts God, but under the law to Christ) that 
£ micht cuin them that are without law ; to the weak become ¥ 
a weak, that I might gain the weak 1am madeall things to all 
men, that £ micht by all means fave fome. And this F do for the 
Gofpel’s fake, that I might be partaker thereof with you. 








AN ADDRESS 
From the Miffionary Society in London, to their brethren through- 
out the world. 


HE tender intereft which our fore‘gn brethren through- 
eur Europe, America, and at the Cape of Gocd Hupe, 
has - ex vetfed, for the profperity of our Pet sag their hum- 
bie eff rts to fread the knowledge of the blood-bought falva- 
tio of our incarnat- God, revives our hearts, and calls forth 
anew our communications. The contents of this addrefs, will, 
we are fure, excite their grateful acknowledgments to Him, 
who hath the refidue of the Spirit, as the review of his graci- 
ous dealings with us wae our own. Supported by his all- 
fufficicar ftren zch, and encouraged bv his great and precious 
pioniles, we continue to ga for ward, animated by the hope, 
that we {hy ill fee greater thiags than thefe. 

The day of peace hath oace more dawned upon us. The 
miferies we deplored in our own, and the neighbouring nati- 
ons, are alleviated ; and the wounds will, we truft, be healed, 
which the ravages of war had opened fo widely. O for more 
of the fpirit of Fefus in all lands ! that mutual Jove and tender 
compafion mizht unite us as men of one blond, and the Holy 
Ghoft ihed abroad in our hearts, join us as Chriftians in one 
fpirit to the living head of his church, Jefus Chrift. When the 
temple of Janus was fhut under Auguitus, the Prince of Peace 
made his first grdcious appearance in this lower world; and 
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fhall we not hope and pray, that when a like happy univerfal 
peace has uated Chriftendom in one great community, and 
opened a friendly intercourfe between the nations of the earth 
and the ifles of the f-a, that the glory of the Lord {hail be re- 
yealed, in correfpondence with his promifes and prophecies ; 
his word run, and be glorified to the ends of the earth; the 
Heathen be given to him or his inheritance ; and all fieth {ce 
the falvacion of our God? 

Brethren, with deep thankfulnefs and humble admiration, 
we tru(t, we have lately beheld tome beams of the Sun ot Righ- 
teoufacis, which promife the fpeedy approach of tis kingdom 1a 
power, and in the H sly Ghoft. His difk feems juft in the 
horizon, and ready to fill the earth with the brightaets of his 
rifing. Could you have been prefent at our late annual aflem- 
bly, which was fayoured with fingular unétron, you would 
have joined in exultation with us, as in one of the days of the 
Son of Man. The munifters of the fan€tuary by hundreds 
ftood forth as on the Lord’s tide, and forg t all other dittinc- 
tion, but the baaner of the crofs, whilft thoufands, more than 
our vaft churches could contain, confetied their union, and 
added their ainen to our giving of thanks. All our folemui- 
ties vere eagerly attended, and the laft affecting fcene, in one 
of our largeit places of worthip, left a deep impreffion on eve- 
ry heart. The minifters and ttewards of his mytteries waited 
at the table of their Lord, filled with the rich provifion of the 
emblems of his facrifice; five or 11x thoufand people were crowd- 
ed around them, fpectators, or partakers with them of the fo- 
Jemn ordinance ; among the number, a German of the race of 
Abraham, called to preach the faith he once blafphemied, came 
forwacd with the cup of blefling in his hands, and in broken 
accents, but in a language that made every heart to thii!l, and 
the {weeteft tears to flow, avouched his beautiful, buc fimple 
confeffion of the crucified Lord. P 

Wohilft we hear and deprecate the vaunts of infidelity in all 
lands, the impious fétes* of realon, faifely fo called, and the re- 
viving ftruggles of fuperftition, no truly Chriftian eye could 
have beheld this affociated hoft, avowing themfelves confeflors 
of the crofs, and determined to know nothing but Jefus Chrift, 
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and him crucified, withou: brightening with the hope, that, 
amidft the blafphemy and impiety which lift up their banners 
for tckens, the kingdoms of the world fhall, ere long, become 
the kingdoms of the Lord, and of his Chrif ; for the mouth 
of the Lord hath fpoken it — Thus clofed our eighth annual 
aflembly, he ftandard bearers are difperfed, and returned 
to their various congregations, with frefh vigeur to fulfil the 
vows of the Lord which are upon them, and to fpend and be 
{pent in the fervice of immortal fouls, bought by the blood of 
the Lamb. Their report t» us is greatly encouraging through- 
out the land—the number which are continually rifing up to 
teftify the gofpel of the grace of God, is furprifing, when 
compared with the days within our remembrance, New and 
numerous congregations have within a few years been formed 
in hundreds of places, and thofe eftabiifhed fiiled with increaf- 
ing and attentive auditories. Whilft we thus labour and frrive 
together in our prayers, that we may continue increafling with 
the increafe of God, and every dark corner of our land be 
bleft with the light ‘sia life of gofpel grace, {urely al] the an- 
gels in heaven rejoice at the fight, and every good man upon 

earth cannor but ‘pray—«« Thy” kingdom come ! -! Lord haften 
it in our day !” 

Our m fiionary efforts abroad afford us great matter for 
thanktulnefs. They are indeed ateprefent butas $f arks; yet how 
greata matter cana little fire kindle ? Th: fhort fketch of par- 
ticulars which we have been ufed to communicate to you, you 
will ftill continue to read with pleafure, hope and trembling, 
Poor worms as we are, our ftrength, weaknefs, and our means 
very inadequate and infufficient ; yet if the Lord will work, 
none can let it: the jaw-bone or the ram’s-horn will turn to 
flixht the armies of the aliens, and caft down the ftrongeft 
holds of error, ignorance, impurity, impiety and infidelity, 
Come then, Brethren, with us to the help of the Lord againft 
the mighty } 

Ou: ‘wo great ftations for miffionary labour continue to af- 
ford us increafing hope of ftability and ufefulnefs. 

From our Brethren at Otaheite, we have lately received the 
pleafing account of their perfect health ard fafety, and the high 
refpeét in which they are held by the chiefs and natives. The 
difficulties they have met in the acquifition of the language, 
we hope, are nearly furmounted ; and the fears they have at 
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times been exercifed with, from the apprehenfion of the turbu- 
lence of fome Chiefs, difcontcated with our friend Pomarree’s 
dominion, are effectually removed by the arrival of a veflel, 
fent from Governor King at Port Jackfon, and fhortly after 
by the more important reinforcement from the Royal Admi- 
ral. Captain Wilfon’s advices are juft received from Canton, 
informing us, that he had landed in health and fafety a// the 
miffionaries entrufted to his care, who were received with 
cordial weleome by their Brethren and the Chiefs, and that 
their journals and difpatches he hopes to deliver himfelf, foon 
after this letter has reached us. He is daily expected with the 
Faft-India fleet; and we earneftly look for the vaft body of 
intelligence, which we truft will gladden our hearts, and be 
communicated with joy to yours. To the miffionaries before 
on the ifland, the Royal Admiral hath now added eight others 
from England, and two have joined them from Port Jackfon. 
As all our advices affure us that the way was never fo prepared 
for miffionary labour there, as at prefent, we truft the conf- 
dence they exprefs will not be difappointed,—* that the firft 
year of the commencing century will be marked with the con- 
verfion of finners in that heathen land.”” The King of Hua- 
heine, a neighbouring and populous ifland, has vifited them, 
importuned them to fend fome of the Brethren with him, af- 
furing them he will himfelf attend to their infiructions, and 
ufe his influence and authority with his fubjects, to engage 
their attendance on, and attention to the miffionaries. Our 
Brethren being then too few to feparate, they promifed him it 
fhould be done as foon as more Brethren arrived to ftrengthen 
their hands. This happy event hath taken place, and we hoje 
to hear that the light, diffufing thence as from a focus, will 
overfpread thefe affociated iflands:—then the hope delayed, 
and the difappointments which afflicted us fo greatly, will on- 
ly tend more abundantly to mark the finger of God in the 
fuller accomplifhment of his own purpofes of grace towards 
the ifles of the fea. 

The Cape of Good Hope furnfhes a vafter ficld, more eafily 
acceflible, and hitherto cultivated with the meft promifing 
hopes of fuccefs. All our foreign Brethren who have been 
fent to us, have been difperfed through this extenfive region. 
Our eminently able and zealous Dr. Vanderkemp, after am — 
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abode of great danger among the Caftrees, and ftill greater 
on his return to Graff-Reinet, from fome turbulent colonifts, 
unwilling that the Hottentots fhould receive inftruction, and 
bear the Chriftian name, puts his lite in his hand, and counts 
it not dear to himfelf, that he may finifh his courfe with j joy. 
Several of them, we have reafon to believe, have been con- 
verted, {me of whom are baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jefus. ¢ is gone with thefe, at the particular recommenda- 
tion of shit ‘Governor, aud at the requeft of about two hun- 
dred of the fame nation, to form a litle fettlement near Algoa- 
bay, where they may be removed at a diftance from the il] ulage 
with which they have been threatened. Dr. Vanderkemp’s 
lite and labours form an honourable difplay of miffionary zeal. 
In fome other parts of the confines, or beyond the bounds of 
the colony, different {mall parties of our Brethren have pe- 
netrated, at the earneft requeft of the natives themfelves, that 
they would come over and help them ; and the Brethren from 
Holland and Germany, with fome natives of the Cape, and En- 
glifhmen from our Society, labour to fpread the light of faith 
in thefe regions of darknefs. We have juft heard, that befides 
many feals to their miniftry in the places where they have re- 
fided by the way, their profpects are highly promifing, their 
reception affectionate, and the attention of the Heathen to 
their inftructions gives happy hopes of fuccefs. Seven others 
are on their way, or on the point of departure from Holland, 
to aid the miffion already eftablifhed, or to form new ones. 

At the Cape, and its vicinity, the bodv of faithful men af 
fociated with us for the miffionary work is greatly increafed, 
as is the number of labourers, and the auditory of flaves, fome 
thoufands of whom attend the miniftry of the word, and 
many are faid to be truly converted to God our Saviour, by 
his Spirit working mightily. From thefe we hope to procure 
farther means of diffuling the gofpel grace, by fele&ing the 
bett informed, and mott approved for fidelity and exemplarinefs 
of condudt, and at no great diftance of time, to redeem them 
from captivity, and fend them back to their own countrymen 
of Madagafcat and i* sambique, with fome of your Brethren 
and ours, to carry the glad tidings of falvation to their feveral 
nations, and to behold the greateft good refulting from one of 
the greateft evils, flavery, overruled by the providence and 
grace of God for his own glory. 
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In the vicinity of the Cape it gladdens us to report the ex- 
tenfive fpread of the gofpel at Roodezand and its neighbour- 
hood, chiefly by the labours of the excellent Mr. V of: and others; 
under him is one of our Brethren as a teacher and catechift, 
and others folicited from Holland are ready to enter the mif- 
fionary vineyard. The change of government which the peace 
has made, will, we truft, make. no change in the foftering 


hand which has been ftretched out to encourage thele philan- 


thropic labours, Englifh or Dutch, we have one Lord, one 
faith, one baptifm. The kingdom of Chrift is not of this 
world, meddies not with its rule or politics, but is of the moft 
effential fervice to the peace and profperity of every country, 
whoever are its governors, or whatever the form of their ad- 
miniftration. The worthy Governor Janfen will, we have 
confidence, tread in the fteps of the excellent Governor Dun- 
das in this refpe€t, and encourage every effort that tends to 
ameliorate the manners of mankind, to introduce principles of 
odlinefs into the hearts of men, and in every place to make 
them thankful for the protection, and obedient to the authority 
of magiftrates; engaging within the bounds of the colony 
more confcientious obedience, and beyond them, among the 
Heathen, infufing a fpirit of peace and civilization, that fhall 
{often down the favage manners intoa happier fyftem of order 
and cultivation. Thefe being the objedts of our inftitution, 
as we are confcious we deferve, fo we doubt not-we fhall ob- 
tain, the approbation and countenance of the powers that are. 
A fuller detail of circumftances will be found in our dif- 
patches, communicated at large in the Evangelical Magazine. 
We have refolved alfo to give periodically a particular and 
explicit view of our miffionary work, as materials fhall arife, 
In a variety of other places, individuals of our body have 
gone forth to make an eflay, at Newfoundland, Canada, in the 
Faft, at Port Jackfon, and Norfolk Ifland, from whom we re- 
ceive accounts of fome bleffing on the gofpe] word in every 
place, and of the falt of grace caft into the infalubrious waters 
for their healing. The day of fmall things is not to be defpif- 
ed. A fingle corn dropped into the ground, with the divine 
benedi&tion, may fill the world with fruit. 
You will fuppofe we met not without new plans and pur- 
pofes for the extenfion of the Redeemer’s kingdom, in addition 
to the fupport and enlargement of the doars of entrance and 
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utterance already afforded :—of thefe the moft prominent and 
firft to be carried into execution was a miffion to the ifland of 
Ceylon. 

Upwards of one hundred and fifty thoufand, who bear the 
Chriftian name, and profefs the Proteftant faith, are faid to be 
{pread through Jaffnapatam chiefly, and fome other diftri&s 
of that ifland, efpecially at Columbo, Punto Golle, and Trin- 
comalé. We are very defirous to obtain for them a zealous 
miniftry, and to endeavour to fpread more diffufively among 
the Ceylonefe Heathen the unfearchable riches of Chrift. As 
we have but one object the glery of God in the falvaticn of 
his redeemed, we truft the means will be foon furnifhed for 
our firft efforts, and the favour of our government further the 
attempts we wifh to make. We are fecking men of a miffi- 
onary fpirit, and efpecially fome who are matters of the Dutch 
language, and hope to make a beginning in the courfe of the 
prefent year. 

An opening fuggefted by an American friend, into a part 
of America yet unattempted to be vifited by any miffionary 
labourer, is under confideration, and will, if praéticable, en- 
gage uur attention. Weare longing to make manifeft the 
favour of the Redeemer’s grace in every place. May God 
the Holy Ghott give the preparation of the heart, and direc& 
us to the moft effectual methods of procedure ! Without him 
we can do nothing. 

The diffufion of divine knowledge, by means of the Reli- 
gicus Traét Society, proceeds on avery enlarged fcale.— 
Hundreds of thoufands are difperfed through al] parts of the 
nation, and fent to America and the colonies ; and many in- 
ftances of the happy effeéts produced by them, amply reward 
our efforts, and encourage our perfeverance in extending this 
facile mode of religious infruétion. 

The rifing generation attracts peculiar attention. The 
number of fchools erected, the immenfe numbers of children 
under tuition, ard in very many of them the gratuitous zeal 
of their inftruGtors, promiie the moft beneficial confequences. 
The principles of true Chriftianity cannot but have the moft 
powerful tendency to produce truth and godlinefs in the con- 
duct. Vain muft be every attempt to ameliorate the manners 
of mankind, »here the only energetic fource of true morality, 
the love of God our Saviour, is not inculcated on the confci- 
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ence. Bieffed be his name! we could already fill volumes 
with the happy experience of the living and the dying tefti- 
monies of the little ones departing with joy to the Lamb’s 
bofom. | 

The affociations formed among the faithful miffionaries in 
particular diftri€ts, for fpreading the knowledge of Chrift, and 
fending forth certain chofen men to preach in a variety of di- 
reCtions,—and the numbers in England, Scotland, and Ireland, 
who travel about ynder the fuperintendence of Societies efta- 
biifhed in the feveral kingdoms for the more general diffufion 
of gofpel truth, have produced the moft blefled effects in thou- 
fands and ten thoufands; and under the happy toleration of 
this favoured land, thefe labours of love, though they awaken 
the enmity of many, continue increafingly fuccefsful, and pro- 
mife to fill the face of our Zion with fruit, which fhail, thro’ 
Jefus Chrift, be to the praife and glory of God. 

Among the eftablifhed clergy of the Church of England, a 
fociety has been alfo formed tor the exprefs purpofe of mif- 
fionary labours in Africa and the Eaft: this is their fecond 
year of public aflembling. Their numbers and refpectability, 
as well as the purity of their doétrine, and zeal in their feve— 
ral fpheres of labour, promife great ufefulnefs. 

Your communications have been highiy grateful to us, which 
conveyed information of the rifing flame of love and geal a- 
mong you: if ours, as you fay, have provoked very many, 
O that it may burn brighter and ftronger, unto the perfe& 
day! We with to obtain more bleffed intelligence of you and 
from you, and mutually to receive and give the word of ex- 
hortation. There is need of greater union of heart and hands 
in all lands among real Chriftians ; their enemies live and are 
mighty, and bear a tyrannous hate againft them ; but the Lord 
of Hofts is with us—the God of Jacob is our refuge! “ A- 
wake then, awake; put on ftrength,O Arm of the Lord ! 
Awake as in the ancient days, as in the generations of old! 
Art thou not it that hath cut Rahab and wounded the Dragon? 
Art thou not it that hath dried up the fea, the waters of the 
great deep, that hath made the depths of the fea a way for the 
ranfomed to pafsover? And is His hand at prefent fhortened 
that he cannot fave ? Or his ear heavy that he cannot hear ?”? 
Can he not with equal facility caft down the Dagon of intole- 
rant Antichrift, and dry up the {welling floods of ungodlinels 
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that have threatened to deluge the earth? In your place and 
ftation, Brethren, quit yourfelves like men, be ftrong. in open 
profeffion daring to av:w yourfelves on the Lord’s lide, and 
not aihamed of the goipel of Chrift—exhibiti. g in your lives 
and labours a conduct which fhai!l confound, if it doth not 
convince, a wor!d tnat lech in wickednefs, Continue with 
us befieging the Throne of Gracc, humbly, yet confidently 
expediing, :hat we fhall be made more chan Conquereis thro’ 
him that hath loved us. His prefence ard power, we hope, 
will be more abundantly difplayed in your congregations and 
our own, than ever yet we have feen ! So when our Ged fhall 
have accomplifhed the number ot his elcét, aud haftened his 
kingdom, if we never meet in the ficth, we fhall ftand before 
his prefence with exceeding joy, and be one fold under one 
Divine Shepherd ! 

Brethren, to that great day we with to direét your views, 
as our own, looking unto Jefus, waiting for and hafting to 
the moment of his appearing and glory, when caught up to 
meet him in the clouds, we fhall be torever with our Lora, and 
furround his throne with never-ending prailes. 











[ From the Connedicut Evangelical Magaxine.} 


PRAYER, 
A Weapon peculiar to thofe who fight under Chrift, the Captain 


of our falvation. 


“71 is good for me to draw near to God,” faid the holy 

Piaimit: and fo fays every one, who ever did draw near 
to God, 1a the duty of prayer. There is a prefent pleafure 
in ti, which cannot be defcribed to men who have not felt it. 
B:fides, prayer is one of the greateft means of procuring 
thofe bleiliazs which we need for time and eternity. 

Let us now look into the New Teftament, and fee if we 
cannot And fomething there to encourage Chriftians to be 
more abundant in prayer. No doubt, Herod that proud ty- 
rant, who fought the life of the Babe of Rethlehem, was 
overcome by prayer: Not by the prayers of thofe fuperftiti- 
ous, hypocritical Pharifees, who ftood at the corners of ftreets, 
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that they might he heard of men; but by the prayers of fuch 
humble fupplicants as Jofeph avd Mary, Zacharias and Eli- 
gadcth, Simeon and Anna. The prayers. of Anna alone 
were enough to counteract the malice and wiles of Herod. 
S:. Luke fays,. “ She was a widow of about fourfcore and 
four years; who departed not from the temple, but ferved 
God with fastings and prayers night and day.”’ Simeon waited 
for the confolation of -frael, Prayer is one thing neceffarily 
implied in waiting upon God. Thefe praying few, who 
were at that time fcattered through the land of Ifrael, will 
no doubt be honoured of God as the champions, who, by. 
their prayers, refcued the infant Saviour from the hands of 
thofe who fought ais life. 

Jefus of Nazareth had many powerful and bitter enemies: 
They were continually fecking to get fomething, whereby 
they might accufe and condemn him, At laft they came out 
againft him with fwords and ftaves to take him. They em- 
ployed carnal weapons againft him; but during the whole of 
his life, he ufed no fuch weapons. ‘That paflage in the 1ogth 
Pfalm has very particular reference to Chrift ; “ They fought 
againft me without a caufe.* For my love they are my adver. 
faries; but I give myfelf unio prayer.” By this paflage we 
learn how it was that Chriit oppofed his enemies; he gave 
gave himfelf to prayer. He was eminent for prayer. In 
this thing, he was the true antitype of David, whofe prayers 
aid praifes mike a moft precious part of the holy Scriptures, 
We read of Chrift’s {pending the whole night in prayer; and 
of his rifing up a great while before day to retire into foli- 
tarv places to pray. This, my brethren, is the man, who 
hath left us an.example, that we fhould follow in his steps.— 
in that memorable might, when his Father tock off rettraint, 
and let his enemies loofe upon him, he gave himfelf to prayer. 
He firtt prayed with his difciples, and then he poured out 
his foul to his Father in fecret. He prayed and he prevailed. 
They came againft him with fwords and ftaves—he was 
given up into their hands to mock, to condemn and crucify. 
He fell; but when he fell, he conquered. ‘¢ Who in the 
davs of his flefh, when he had offered up prayers and fuppli- 
Cations, with ftrong crying and tears, unto him that was 





* Compare this with John xv. 25. 















































ee =~ - ~ 
i 
SEES 


a 


~~ 


a 
ee —— ~ 
— >_> — 


fr ae a eee 
- . 


218 On Prayer. 


able to fave him from death, and was heard in that he fears 
ed.”’* ‘The prayers and interceflions of Chrift are very pre- 
valent. In anfwer to them, God will beftow pardon and 
eternal life upon all the redeemed. It ts the Father’s ap- 
pointed way, in beftowing bleflings upon our fallen world, 
to have refpect to the interceffion of Chrift; ‘ Afk of me,” 
my Son, “ and I fhall give thee,’ &c. In anfwer to the pe- 
tition of Chrift, his incorrigible enemies will be made his 
footf{tool for ever.+ ; 

Juft before the bleffed Jefus was received up to his Father’s 
right hand, he commandc<d his difciples to tarry in Jerufalem 
until they fhould be endued with power from on high. This 
command they obeyed, and we learn from Actsi 14, how they 
filled up the time: Thefe all continued with one accord in pray- 
er and fupplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of 
Fefus with the bretbern. In this way they waxed valiant to 
fizht. A few days after, they were not afraid to tell the 
crucifiers of Chrift, that they had filled the Prince of Life.— 
They ftood up againft ali the power of the Jews, and were 
not afraid. They had committed their caufe to God, and 
they were confident. In anfwer to prayer, the Spirit of God 
was poured out, and converts were multiplied. This increaf- 
ed the cloud of incenfe which daily afcended to Heaven.t— 
Now the Chriftian army, though fmall, was ftrong. 1 heir 
enemies had the greateft number of rulers, learned men and 
foldiers on their fide—they had jails, dungeons and {tucks on 
their fide: But the Chriftians had all the love, all the truth, 
and all iee prayer on their fide. Therefore the word of God 
grow, ad multiplied againft all the threats and punifhments, 
which were made ufe of by the enemies cf the crofs. 

There is an extraordinary inftance of the efficacy of pray- 
er, recorded in the 12th chapter of Aéts. Herod k Iled 
James: And becaufe he faw it pleafed the Jews, he proceed- 
ed further to take Peter alfo. He confined him in prifon, 
and furrounded him with a ftrong guard, with a defign atter 
Eatter to bring him forth to execution. “ Peter, therefore, 
was kept ia prifon ; but prayer was made without ceafing, of the 
Church unto God for him.” ‘This was all the Ciurcn could 
do for that dear Apoftle, for whofe fake many of them no 


* Heb. v. 7. + Plalm xxxv. and Heb, x, 13. 
f Acts ii. 42, 46. ACsiv. 51, Acts vi. 4. 
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doubt, would gladly have laid down their own lives, if this 
could have refcued his more ufeful life. They would not have 
gone to break open the prifon, by force, if they could have 
done it, becaufe this would be waiking diforderly. They pro- 
bably could not have accefs to Herod—if they could, their 
prayers would have had no influence upon a man fo void of 
principle, What then fhould they do? Should they fit down 
in defpair, and fay there was no hope? They knew that all 
things were poffible with God; and that he had faid, “ Call 
upon me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou 
fhalt glorify me.” ‘This was a day of trouble, and they did 
call uvon God. The efficacy of prayer was now tried. The 
whole church at Jerufalem, which was now large, was deeply 
engaged inthis duty. ‘They did not pray once and then give 
ouc—they prayed without ceafing, like true fons of d/rael. 
They were not difcouraged becaufe they did not fee their pe- 
tition immediately granted; they did not mean to leave the 
throne of grace, while there was any hope. God, in his wif- 
dom, deferred to anfwer their requeft until the laft extremity, 
not becaufe he did not hear them before, but becaufe he would 
bring them to the higheft pitch of holy importunity ; which 
was the beft way to promote his glory and their happinefs. 
The moment had now almoft arrived when wicked Herod 
expected to embrue his hands in the blood of the apoftle. The 
very next morning he was to be brought forth to the people. 
It feems Peter was not greatly diftrefled about the event of 
the next day: “ The fame night Peter was flceping between 
two foldiers, bound with two chains.” “ So he giveth his 
beloved fleep.”? This was the Lord’s helping time. Peter 
was delivered from the prifon, by the miniftry of an holy an- 
gel. After the angel left him, he came to the houfe of Mary, 
where many were gathered together praying. How evidently 
this deliverance was in anfwer to prayer. Peter had compoted 
himfelf to fleep ; but it feems his ‘riends had flept none that 
night. There were many, who had gathered together to pray. 
It appears, that, like Jacob on another extraordinary occafion, 
they had determined to devote the whole night to wreftie with 
‘God. How exceedingly did this prepare them to receive the 
favour which they defired. O how fweet was this mercy ! It 
Was a Samuel “ afked of God.” Whoever reads this impor- 
tant claute, in the hiftory of the apoftolic age, will be convin- 





220 On Prayer. 


ced, that prayer is a glorious privilege, and an important part 
of that armour, with which the Chriftian army are to fight the 
good fight of faith, and overthrow the hofts of hell. It isa 
weapou, which the more it is ufed, the brighter it will grow, 
and the more important it will appear to him who knows its 
worth. It appears from the epiftolary writings of the apoftles, 
that they were men of prayer, and that they recommended it 
in the ftrongeit terms to their Chriftian brethren, It alfo aps 
pears, that they made great dependence upon it, as a mean of 
procuring the bleffings they needed. Paul writes thus to the 
Corinthians ; ‘* Who (i. e. God) delivered us from fo great 
a death, and doth deliver; in whom we truft that he will yet 
deliver us; you alfo helping together by prayer for us.’ Had 
we a hiftory of all the victories which prayer has gained, and 
of all the bleflings which have been been beftowed in anfwer 
to prayer, “ the world ifelf could not contain the books which 
fhould be written. But thefe are written, that we may be- 
lieve that Jehovah hath never faid unto us, “ Seek ye me in 
vain.” 

Perhaps, fome may think, that this eflay is calculated to 
trample down other Chriftian duties and gracious exercifes, by 
making every thing of prayer. This is ourreply: Prayer we 
believe to be a pre-eminent duty ; but by no means the only 
duty incumbent upon us. In writing to the Ephefians, the 
apoftle exhorts them to take to themfelves the whole armour of 
God ; particularly, that they be girded with truth, fhod with 
the preparation of the gofpel of peace, taking the fhield of faith, 
the helmet of falvation and the fword of the Spirit. He then 
clofes by exhorting them to pray always with all prayer, &c. 
Mr. Henry, commenting upon this paflage, obferves, that 
“ the Chriftian’s armour muft all he buckled on with prayer.” 
Prayer keeps it all tight, and keeps every thing in its place. 
A man of prayer !s a man of truth—a man of Chriftian forti- 
tude—full of faith and bepe, and one who knows how to ufe 
the fword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. In the 
eleventh chapter of Hebrews, the apoftle fets forth a lift of 
worthies, diftinguifhed for their ffrong faith. Strong faith 
always leads to fervent prayer ; therefore thefe worthies muft 
have prayed much as well as believed much. The apoftle’s 


fubjeé then led him to diftinguifh them by their faith, inftead 
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of their prayer. But let it always be remembered, that he, 
who believes with all his heart, prays too. 
some may alfo think, that in this eflay, prayer has been 
made to ufurp the place of the Almighty. Let nothing, which 
has been faid, be fo conftrued as to take away any glory from 
God, or keep him out of fight, as the great Allin All. It is 
to his honour that he is a prayer-hearing God. He does not 
do any thing, in anfwer to prayer, which his wifdom and be- 
nevolence did not lead him to choofe to bring to pafs: yet he 
always anfwers the prayer of faith. Here let it be remember- 
ed, that it is God who excites as well as anfwers prayer. He 
pours out 2 fpirit of grace and fupplication. The Spirit help- 
eth our infirmities; for we know not what we fhould pray for 
as we ought: but the Spirit maketh interceffion for the faints 
according to the will of God. It was the will of Ged to deliver 
Peter out of the hand of Herod; therefore he fent his Holy 
Spirit remarkably to ftir up the minds of the church to pray 
for his deliverance. Does not God, evidently, appear more 
glorious, in bringing about his deliverance; i in anfwer te the 
united cries of fo many of his dear children, than if he had 
brought it about without their interceding cries? The fame 
Almighty Angel, who wreftled with Jacob, and faid to him, 
«“ Let me go,” fecretly ftrengthened him to keep his hold, 
and encouraged him to fay, “I will not let thee go except 
thou blefs me.”? He defigned to blefs Jacob ; but it was moft 
for his own glory and for Jacob’s good, that he fhould wreftle 
hard for the bleffing before he obtained it. God is brought 
clearly into view, when he is confidered as the great agent, 
who produces in the hearts. of his children a fpirit of prayer, 
and every thing elfe which is good. This eflay upon the pe- 
culiar advantages which Chriftians derive from prayer, in 
combating their enemies, will lead to feveral ufeful inferences. 
1. We learn why there are fuch prefling exhortations to 
the duty of prayer, fcattered all over the Bible. Pray for the 
peace of Jerufalem*—Ye that make mention of the Lord, 
keep not filence and give him no reftt+—Men ought always 
to pray and not to faintt—Pray without ceafing§—Continu- 
ing inftant in prayer||—Call upon me in the day of troubleg— 





° Palm cxxil. 6. + Waiah Ixi’, 6,7. J Luke xviii. x. § 1 Thef. v. 17. 
} Rom, xiit 12. 4 Pfal. L. 15. 
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Pour out your heart before him*—Be careful for nothing ; but 
in every thing, by prayer and fupplication, with thankfgiving, 
Jet your requefts be made known unto God.+_ If prayer be 
the Christian’s weapon, if it has been fo effectual as we have 
recounted, it is no wonder that we are fo preflingly urged to 
make a conitant ufe of it. 

2. In vizw of what has been brought forward to fhew the 
prevalency of prayer, we can fe why the hopes of God’s 
people, refpecting Zion, are revived, when they difcover an 
increafe of the fpirit of prayer. The more they fee the Chrif- 
tian army ufing this al! conquering weapon, the more they have 
reafon to hope, to fee them foon gain fome glorious viétory 
over the powers of darknefs. The powers of darkaefs flee 
before a little company of praying ones 5 


** And Satan tremb'es when he fees 
The weakeft faint upcn his knees,” 


When a minifter obtains evidence that his church is fa« 
voured with an uncommon degree of humble and perfevering 
prayer, he is apt to conclude, that he is about to fee fome fuc- 
cefs of his miniftry, in the converfion of finners: and if prayer 
be fo prevalent, as we have feen it to be, he has fomething 
from which to draw this favourable conclufion. He ought 
not on this account to be viewed as an enthufiaft. The Holy 
One of lfracl has faid, “ As foon as Zion travaileth fhe bring- 
eth forth her children.”’ Is not fervent prayer an important 
part of the travailing pangs of Zion? 

3. We are taught by this fubjeét, that it is altogether fuita- 
bie, that in times of extraordinary difficulty and danger, the 
people of God fhould have recourfe to extraordinary prayer. 
It is their peculiar weapon; and fhould they not make a pe- 
culiar ufe of it in times of imminent danger? Should we not 
think that a very ftupid nation, who made no extraordinary 
preparations for defence, when their enemies were making 
the moft extraordinary preparations for an attack ? So it be- 
tokens great ftupidity in the people of God, if they are not pe- 
culiarly roufed up to pray, when Zion is in trouble. The 
lancuage of every true Hraelite at fuch a time fhould be, 
“ For Zion’s fake I will not hold my peace, and for Jcrufa- 
lem’s fake I will not reft, until the righteoufnefs thereof go 

—-_--— 

*Pfal, xii 8. =f Phil. avs 6, 
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forth as brightnefs, and the falvation theredf as a lamp that 
burneth.”” When Efau was coming to meet Jacob with 4c0 
men, the good patriarch thought there was a call for extraor- 


ight, which is commonly devoted to 

fleep, he devoted to prayer. When the J-ws throughout the 
Perfian empire were threatencd with a total deftruétion, Mor- 
decai and Efther, and others of their nation, who dwelt at Shu- 
fhan, devoted three days, at once, to fafting and prayer. When 
Peter was in prifon, the church had extraordinary prayer; on 
his behalf, Is there not a call for extraordinary prayer at this 
tine? Is not infidelity exerting every nerve to crufh the caufe 
of Chrift! And has it not made the moft aiarming progrefs? 
Tafidcls are combining together to fpread their poifon around 
the world, And fhhall noc Chriftians unite in defence of the 
truth? It is not enough that we publith books in defence of 
Chriftianity. We muft Jet them fee this holy religion in cur 
very exemplary lives. We must walk even as Christ walked. 
We mutt alfo be abundant in prayer. Here . the way that 
Chriftians muft overcome infidels.. Infidels, fome of them, 
have no God ; thefe therefore cannot pray. Others have a God, 
whom they own, but in works they deny him ; for, there is 
not one of them that w// pray to him. Prayer mikes no part 
of their religion. Here, then, is their weak lace, Here, 
Chriitians, you muft make the attack. They defpife this pe- 
culiar piece ef armour, with which the Captain oi your Sal- 
vation has furnifhed you; they think it of no ufe to you; 
therefore they will make no preparation to refift it. This 
gives the difciples of Chrift great advantage over the foliow- 
ers of Voltaire, While thefe meet together to concert meafures 
to “ crus the wretch,” (to ufe their own blafphemous watch- 
word) let Chriftians form concerts of prayer, to befeech the 
God and Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift to pull down the 
kingdom of Satan, and build up the kingdom of his dear Son, 
and. fread the {weet favour of his name th. rough the world ! 
Prayer- -meetings, and explicit concert in prayer, zre things 
highly becoming the church of a prayer-hearing God. This 
Rather is fet in aclear point of light in Piefident Edwards’ 
“ Humble Attempt to promote expli cit agreement and vifible 
union of God’s people in extraordinary prayer for the revival 
o: religion,’ &. Every ot ought to read this book. 

> 4 


dinary prayer. The nig 
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If prayer is fuch an all-important mean in advancing the kings. 
dom of the Redeemer, why is it not fuitable that the fubjects 
of this kingdom fhould take great pains to ftir up one another 
to this duty—and has it not been found, by experience, that 
explicit agreement has greatly increafed the {pirit of prayer? In 
many places fuch explicit agreement, between a few Chriftian 
friends, has iffued in a general revival of religion. 

Some think it wrong to take any part of the fix labouring days 
to attend upon prayer-meetings. Did Efther and Mordecai 
think fo, when they fafted three days in fucceffion? Did the 
difciples of Chrift think fo, when they from day to day conti- 
nued in prayers and fupplications, juft before that remarkable 
out-pouring of the Spirit on the day of Pentecoft? There are 
others, who are greatly prejudiced againtft night-meetings for 
prayer. J] hope fuch will not think it wrong to take even the 
whole night, on extraordinary occafions, for fecret prayer; 
fince we have the example of the patriarch Jacob, and the 
more eminent one of Jefus Chrift. Jacob prayed all night, 
and had his name on this account changed into J/rael (one 
that hath obtained a princely power from God). Here is an 
eternal mark of honour put upon this holy wreftler, who b 
faith, kept his hold of the Angel, through all the darknefs of 
the night. Let the name of J/-ael keep us from being afham- 
ed of fuch extraordinary devotions. If this be not enough, let 
us remember, it is recorded of cur bleffed Lord, that he went 
out into a mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer 
to God. Thefe, it is acknowledged, are inftances of fecret 
devotion; but night meetings for prayer are not new things. 
There was certainly fuch a meeting that night in which Peter 
was delivered from prifon. And it feems that God was not 
d.fpleafed with them fur fpending the night in this way, tho’ 
°° many were gathered together, praying.’ Probably if Peter 
had come to this houfe the night before, he would have found 
the fame company, employed in the fame holy exercife ; for 
“ prayer was made of the church, without ceafing, unto God 
for him.” 

I wou'd not dictate to my brethren, but would join with 
the preacher, rcferied to in the beginning of this eflay, in fug- 
geftins, whether it be not expedient for the people of Ged to 
take fome effectual mezfures to promote a fpirit of prayer, by 
amore general and explicit agreement for this purpefe. Let 
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us all pray for dire€tion in this matter—let us pray, that God 
would pour out a fpirit of grace and fupplication, and revive 
his work in the midft of thefe years of declenfion, and appear 
in his glory! 
‘© What various hindrances we meet, 

In coming toa mercy feat? 


Yet who that knows the worth of pray’r, 
But wifhes to be often there? 


¢* Pray’r makes the darken’d cloud withdraw ; 
Pray’r climbs the ladder Jacob faw ; 

Gives exercife to faith and love ; 

Brings every biefling from above. 


*« Reftraining prayer, we ceafe to fight ; 
-Pray’r makes the Chriftian’s armour bright ; 

And Satan trembles when he fees 

The weakeft faint upon his knees. 


‘* Have you no words? Ah think again ; 
Words flow apace when you complain, 
And fill your felliow-creature's ear 

With the fad tale of all your care. 


*¢ Were half the breath thus vain'y fpent, 

To heav'n in fupplications fent, yy 
Your cheerful fong would oft’ner be, 

Hear what the Lord has done for me.” 








[ From the Conneicut Evangeligal Magazine.] 


ANECDOTE OF A YOUNG LADY. 


Meffrs. Ep1rors, ; 

S nothing is more baneful to a life of real piety and growth 

in grace, than the trifling amufements and diffipated 
pleafures, which are but too common in the moft of our towns, 
perhaps it will not be unacceptable to the real friends of reli- 
gion, to trace the unhappy effeéts of fuch {cenes of diffivation 
upon the heart, in rendering it cold, and unmidful of the fweeet 
cuties of fervent devotion and benevolence, and in depicting 
in the countenance fuch follies and vanities, as plainty thew 
the prevailing influence of fin. Diffipation ind religion can 
never dwell long together ; for he, who negleéts his heart, will 
Confequently neglect his fecret pravers, and foon obliterate the 
foul-delighting remembrance of his God. Retiremenr and 
cevotion eafily mingle their joys; and the Chriftian in his 
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clofet, away from the entangling {nares of a delutive world 
mounts on the wings of faith, and forgetting all earthly vanis 
ties, foars away to the thione of God, to contemplate the un- 
{peakable glories of the Lamb, flain faut the foundation of the 
‘rotid, while he proftrates himfelf before him, in the moft 
humble adoration, The truth of thefe remarks appears to have 
been confirmed, in the following anecdote of an amiable young 
lady, extracted froin the writings of Lavater.—“A noble, amia- 
ble, and innocent young lady, who had been educated principally 
in the country, faw her face in a glafs as the pafled it with a can~ 
dle in her hand, retiring from evening prayers, and having juft 
laid down her Bible, Her eyes were caft to the ground, with in- 
expreflible modefty, at the fight of her own image. She pafled 
the winter in town, furrounded by adorers, burried away by 
diffipation, and plunged in trifling amufements, She foreublets | 
Bible and her devotion, In the beginning of fpring fhe re- 
turned to her country-feat, her chamber, and the table on 
which the Bible lay. Again fhe had the candle in her hand, 
and again faw herfelf in the glafs, She turned pale, put down 
the candle, retreated to a fofa, and fell on her knees: “O 
God! I no longer know my own face. How am I degrad- 
ed! My follies and vanities are all written in my counte- 
nance. Wherefore have they been neglected, illegible, to this. 
inftant ? O come and expel, come and utterly efface them, 
mild tranquillity, fweet devotion, and ye gentile cares of be- 


nevolent love !” 
AMANA. 








POETRY. 


[For the Weftern Mifionary Magazine. } 


A PARTING HYMN, FOR A SACRAMENTAL OCCASION. 


i. APPY place! where our dear Lord is feen, 
In facred emblems, newly flain ; 
Trough ali the foul tweet tranfport pours, 
Or peace diftils its gentle fhow’rs. 
Farewell, in Fe/us all Farewell. 








Poviry. 


3. 9’Tis heav’ns,rich earneft fure we tafte, 
While, clinging round the Crofs, we feaft 5 
Our mingling hearts ftrange union know, 


And learn to love as Angels de. 
Farewell, &§<. 


3, Othe Crofs! What glories ftrike our eyes! 
See its bright crimfon Auth the fkies ! 
Wrath thunders not with angry breath, 
And hope lights up the realms of death. 
Farewell; Fe. 


_4. Cancell’d fin! it flows in living ftains, 
Red with the klood from Jefu’s veins: 
The world retires—Lo! heav’n is near ; 
*Tis good, O Lord, to fhelter here. 
Farewell, &c. 


5. Ling’ring round, ftiil oar fond hearts would fay; 
And fing our happy days away ; 
But fterner duties call anew ; 
Here our days of rapture muf be few. 
Farewell, Fc. 


6. Maft we part? ah yes! we muft be gone; 
From Pifgah’s top go fighing down: 
Life’s darkfome vale muft yet be tred ; 
Thro’ {cenes of toil we rife te God. 

Farewell, (Fc. 


Why thefe tears? O ftay the rifing woe 3 
Tho’ we fhoeld meet no more below, 
The fhore of promife blooms before ; 
There foon we’!] meet, to part no more, 
Farewell, &F>. 


$. Yes, we'll meet, poffefs’d of all we hope, 
Nor fee the feaft of love break up. 
Now, friendfhip, hail thy brighter fhies 3 
Now fee the joys immortal rife. 
Farewell, Se. 


g. Ere we go, let a kind tear be thed 
O’er precious fouls arcund us dezd-~ 


To quenchlefs flames, from mercy’s call; 

Alas! fhall they unpiti’d fall ! | 
io. God forbid! For finners ftill we’ll ery, 

And weep till pity’s felf thall die. 

Lord break their foui-detroying chains ; 
© fave them from eternal pains ! 


“i 
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Ae 11. Sinners, hear! ’tis mercy’s voice refounds, 
AB And Calv’ry bleeds with all her wounds ; 
,) 2 , ry b 
>) With melting hearts to Jefus fly, 
Ti Or we muft leave you with a figh. | 
aa. Farewell, poor fjinners all, farewell. 
oe PRAISE FOR REDEEMING LOVE. 
fet. ae 7 
ut Hi DEAR Saviour, let thy facred name 
a ie Be ever on my heart engrav’d : 
“aed f ‘ O may it ever be my theme, 
i i That Jefus dy’d, and I am fav’d! 
ie Laden with guilt, and fin, and fhame, 
ee 1) I naked and polluted ftood ; 
apa Till Jefus cloth’d me with his name, 
os ita! And wafh’d me in redeeming blood. 
. ee Amazing, heav’nly, dying love, 
eyed | t Which my Redeemer bore to me, 
‘4 \ i When from his Father’s arms above, 
| ul He came, and dy’d, to fet me free! 
it ei My foul, breathe forth harmonious fongs ; . 
Gi ae Ye fons of men, your voices raife, j 
ae And let ten thoufand thoufand tongues ‘3 
Hat ik Join in my dear Redeemer’s praife. 
ay A O. 
f Oe POPOL LS LD 
{ " if i : a 
' i i GOD's PRESENCE ALL-SUFFICIENT. 
t y ff O THAT my God would deign to dwell 
+e 4 4 With me on earth a while ; 
a) bf Would teach me how to love him well, 
aa ih And free my lips from guile: 
i', 1! Then I’d defy old Satan’s frown, 
ah ht And walk this dang’rous road 
4 Aid In faith ; and dare he caft me down, 
nf Nh I thould be raif’d by God. 
Bre () . Then I’d bid this vain world adieu, 
ub iH And all its trifling toys ; 
aS Since my Redeemer comes in view, : 
| i} ‘Wing With never-ending joys. | , 
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